showcases recent developments in the area as discussed during the ISPL-2018.
Progress in methodology and research focus
In the past 50 years, plant lipid research has undergone dramatic modernization with the focus shifting and building on from structure and biochemistry to metabolism and function. Thus, the major approaches that are now used to study lipids have shifted from biochemistry to genetics, genomics, and lipidomics. Notably, with the advent of in situ imaging of lipid metabolites and genome editing tools, studies of lipids have 
In this issue
Here we feature four invited reviews and six research papers aimed at providing both a glimpse of what was discussed during the last ISPL meeting and highlighting the current trends in plant lipid research.
The invited reviews in this to Arabidopsis Sugar-dependent 1 (SDP1), and report its involvement in triacylglycerol degradation in the green microalga Chlamydomonas reinhardtii. Finally, as demonstrated by the collection of papers included in this Special Focus Issue, it is clear that lipids are at the heart of many fundamental biological processes, and many more probably remain to be evidenced. We hope you enjoy reading the 
